GANDHI                            81
This Last/' and the dancing lessons ceased. After-
wards he read Tolstoy's " The Kingdom of Heaven is
Within You/' and it fitted into his philosophy.
His views on art are worth quoting. Speaking of
Oscar Wilde he said : "He saw the highest art only
in outward forms, and therefore succeeded in beauti-
fying immorality. All true art must help the soul
in realizing its inner self. In my case I find I can do
entirely without external forms in my souPs realiza-
tion. I can claim, therefore, that there is truly
sufficient art in my life, though you might not see
what you call works of art about me. My room may
have blank walls, and I may gaze out upon the
starry heavens overhead that stretches in the unending
"expanse of beauty. What conscious art of man can
give me the scene that opens out for me when I look
up to the sky above with all its shining stars ? This,
however, does not mean that I refuse to accept the
value of human production of art, but only that I
personally feel how inadequate these are when com-
pared with the external symbols of beauty in nature."
Gandhi sought to clothe all his subjects, " Hindus,
Parsees, Christians or Jews," in one distinctive
covering. He believed that by so doing he would
bring about a mass sense of equality.
Writing from Ahmadabad gaol in 1923, he said :
" Personally, after deep thought, I have come to
the conclusion that if there is anything to serve as
an effective and simple symbol ... it is the adop-
tion of charka and pure khaddar dress prepared
from hand-spun yarn by the rank and file of the
communities. Only universal acceptance of this cult
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